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1. Between two-humdred-and-fifty and three hundred versons attended a lecture 
in Guatemala City by prominent Chilean Communist "anuel “duardo Mubner 
Richardson on 31 August 1950 concerning the poetry of Pablo Neruda, The 
invitations were issued by the Ministry of Fublic cducation of Guatemala, 
and the following organizations collaborated in sponsoring the event: 


Aljianga de la Juventud Democratica 

Alianza Femenina Guatemalteca 

Grupo Saker=ti 

Sindicato de Trabajadores de la Uducacion 

Sindicate de Trabajadores Intelectuales y Artistas 
Revolucionarios 

Sindicato Nacional de Periodistas 


2- ubner was introduced by Doctor Raul ( sogueda, Minister of sducation, who 
deseribed Hubner as a person of political importanes in his orm country, @ 
man of letters, and a strong supporter of peace and democratic ideals. 
Csegueda also described Neruda as a "great fighter for neace." 


3. ubner's lecture lasted an hour and a half, and was devoted almost entirely 
te the reading of Neruda's poems. He concluded with a fiveeminute eulogy of 
reruda, with laudatory comments on his efforts for peace. 


4.0 In the audience, composed mainly of teachers and students affiliated with ~ 
sponscring organizations, source noted the presence of Alfonsc Crgantes, 
former Guatemalan Ambassador to Chile; Alvaro Hugo Salguero, private 
secrctary of fresident Arevalo; Virginia Bravo Letclier, Chilean Communist, 
employee of the Ministry of Jducation; @ugenio Silva Pena, former Guatemalan 
Foreign I'inister; Antonio Sierra Gonzalez, an official of the Cenfederacion 
de Trabajadores de Guatemala (CTG); Victor Manuel Gutierrez, Scerotary 
General of the CTGs Jose lanuel Fortuny, Communist and political louder; 
Matilde Llena Lopez, Communist and officer of the Alianza Femenina 
Guatomalteca, 
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30 4 few days before his lecture Hubner said that he had received a letter 
from France written by Antonio Aparicio Herrera, who is married to Hubner's 
daughter, alma Iubner Vidal, According to Hubner, his daughter and son=in= 
law had been seeing a great deal of the Chilean poct Pablo Neruda in their 
Paris apartment in the quai d'Orleans. Neruda sent a message to Hubner in 
which he expressed surprise that his candidacy for the Feace Prize had not 
been sufficiently aided from Latin america. apparently Italy and Mexico 
have proposed Neruda as the winner of this crize., But Neruda told Hubner 
that he felt he should be supported by all the national neace committees 
in Latin America, especially by those of Chile and Guatemala. He urged 
that cables be sent immediately aédressed to the Peace Committee in Frague, 
or to, the Comite Yundial de la Faz in Faris. 


0 Hubner said that Antonio and Alma were planning to be at the station to meet 
the new Guatemalan finister to France, Snrique Munoz Veany, when he arrived. 
Antonio wrote also that leruda did not intend to go to the station to greet 
Munoz Meany, feeling that it would be lacking in discretion to appear in 
cublic with the new minister on the day of his arrival in Paris. 


7. From Hubner's remarks source said that evicently Antonio and ilma had 
been in rather close contact with the previous Guatomalan Minister to France, 
Luis Cardoza y Aragon and his wife Suring their sojourn in Puris. According 
to antonio, the Cardozas left Paris on 17 august 1950 via New Yor! for 
“exico, where source believes they are at present. 


& antonio also thanked Hubner for "orienting" therm concerning the new 
Guatemalan Vinister to France, Munoz Meany, and agsured Mubnor that the 
information would not be wasted, the same being true, he added, with respect 

asia athe "secretary in London.” Subner did not enlarge upon these remarks. 
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ME Comment: It is believed that the eee ied probably 


refers to Lerengo Vontufar Nevas, who was revorted i to be poing 
to london for three months and then to Paris as Seerotary of the Guatemalan 
Lerations 
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